MADAME    DE    MONTESPAN                         l8l
your birth ought to  govern himself:   then   I  will hand a government over to you with pleasure."
The Prince de Conti appeared to me very much affected by this homily and disappointment. He saluted me, however, with a smile of benevolence and the greatest amenity. We learnt a shbrt time afterwards that his wife had shed many tears, and was somewhat set against my children and myself. This amiable Princess then was not aware that the government of Languedoc was not granted at my instance, but at the simple desire of Madame de Maintenon; the King had sufficiently explained it.
Just at this moment M. le Prince de Conti had made himself notable by his attachment or his deference towards matters of religion and piety. His superb chariot and his peach-coloured liveries were to be seen, on fete days, at the doors of the great churches. He suddenly changed his manoeuvres, and refused to subject himself to restraints which led, or led him no whither. He scoffed publicly at the Jesuits, the Sulpicians, and their formal lectures and confraternities; he refused to distribute round the blessed bread at his parish     xars at once to theratedf although Inseparable spouse/1
